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KEY THOUGHT

IN THIS CHAPTER IS: e
CONELICT &)

IS A >
suppERY SLOPE. | L4 Jﬂg >
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as far as
it depends
on you,
e ~ live
CONFLICT?
| NEVER HAVE (" acovuer ) qt pecce
CONFLICTS! c .
WHAT IS A CONFLICT A FIGHT with
ANYWAY?Z BETWEEN PEOPLE

U ek oeacr everyone,

.\‘_ DIFFERENTLY. Y,

Romans 12:18
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WHAT HAPPENED TO
MY NEW BIKE?

MANCEMAN!
7 Ly 2 Mo | ONLY LEFT IT FOR
Tt SO [ R S T A SECOND .

'..
| PIE NOT SAY ID
WATCH YOUR BIKE!

w LOKKI I BIKE IS WRECKED!
MY BIKE, BEETLE BRAIN, e
THIS IS ALL YOUR FAILT! | ¢ EESTDEi TS mrr

BETTER FIGURE OLIT HOW TO COME LP
WITH THE MONEY TO GET ME A NEW ONE!




HAYE TO PAY FOR IT! ,

MY BIKE IS . T3 NOT MY FALLT
WRECKED AND YOLILL YOUR BIKE GOT SMASHED!
B '

CONFLICT IS A SLIPPERY SLOPE
TR 15 QarJer amedad 1 yo she



The Exgape Rezponses are wsed (o @t sy from conlliet instend of tryving o
resalve i, These responses usually prolosg conflict.

HEY, JAMES, GREAT DAY FOR A BIKE RIDE, DONTCHA,

Pretonding that o conflict does not exisd,
or relissing o do what we can to wark i
put i= always o wrong response to conflict.

YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN MORE

CAREFUL!
Blame Game

Instead of 1aking responsibility for oue
choioes, we iry o cscapo their Conse-
guenees: by blming others for the prolden,
preteading we did nothing wrong, eovering
up what we did, or ling about our contri-
bution to s contlict. This i3 never o cspons
sibihe way 1o handle contlict, nor does |1
revalve profdems.

Run Away

Runnimg ALY fireormn ilher [reesin
wie are gunrreling with i= only
sceeptabde i there is dangee of
B, Otherwise this response
Just pradongs proddenms,




YOLMRE A SORTY EXCISE FOR A
HLWAN BEMNG, YOU JOIWY THAT?

WRECKED THE DAY HE GOT IT7

The Artack Bospoansis arce waeil to pul jares-
e ok others foget our ot way, Thise
TENpMIEES LN by cdomage Fel; |||.:-||:-]:|]|:-_

Put Downs

We attack others with harsh and crucd

words when conBlict anses This rosporiss
LixLis ||]'. sl= LER QLI 10E b= cthcr |r-c il
il s sl IVE 1 WO PO WA 0 e flieet.

YOU KDWY AMEST
YOU CAN REVER TRLST KM

Wi talk about people behind
thartr bowrks tn o order o disme-
g thwiser reprulalionn o To get
aihers an our side, L)t b5
hurtfiel and is always o
WO Fesprosiar fo o condlae.

Fight

W use physacal foree ko ;.4: 4 Rillly

o way. This i almiosy alwarsn

WIS n*=-|,1-f-'1.q tes comflict. (This
resgkise 18 proger andy if vou howe

i protect yoursell o asother per-

w08 [Foam hnm injured by an
aracker. )
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@ 3. WOoRrRkK-IT-OUuT

The Woek-It-Chat Responses ane wsed o find constrective solu-
tionns to cordlicts. These respuoeses usazally help o presere iela-
tionships,

Overlook an Offense

Yo deal wath the offesae ||1. VLR 1, Yo 1.|11|]|J'.
decide to forgive a wrong action against you and
walk away [rom a conflict. Per h.lp* vou think this i
II'u same as denial, but forgiveness is the key here.
The prerson w by vverloonks another’s ofTenses will
continue 1o bave a growing, healthy relationship witks
hirn ar her. =Don't sweead the small stud??™ o
cannot overleok a preblen, vou should wse one of
the other work-it-out responses (see Prov, 1850115
2016 15140 Caol, 3013 1 Peter 405,

ALL SLIDE, BUT HEY, I'D BEALLY
LIKE TO KHOW HOW MY BIKE GOT
SMASHED!

LODK, KENT, MARY LOU

Tﬂlk-ft-ﬂllt AND JEFF3 BIKES WERE WRECKED, TOQ,

Aoconflict is resolved by going direcily o the
orther person to talk it out together. This can
include contessing your cwn wrongs and con-
fronting the other person’s wrongs in a kind
way, This resporse should be used i5you cane-
not overlook what the other person did and
the problem i hurting your relationship (see
Matt. 16:15; 5:23-245 see al=o Prow, 280125 Gal.
G:1-3).

T 1
[y
b FFE
vy, CPFL



More Ways to: ‘ITORK- IT-O[]T

Get Help to Know
What You
Should Say

When you are in a difficult conflict, it is often wise to v
ask someone else (such as a parent, teacher, or (riend) : \J’%

ta help you decide how you can handle the conflict so b

( vy DADY

wor't gt worse—at least from your side, Ask the per-

My :
. . - . , o e
son to belp vou know what you should =sov and o -\'
v should say it, This is called coaching (see Prov ; ":E ot
15:1; Eph. 4:29), =

WA ey

Get Help to
Talk Together

If you go to the other person and vou can-
nof resolve the condlict just between the two
of vous, then ask somcone else to meet with
both of you to help vou talk together and
fined & solution to the problem. This is called
mediation. Mediators can suggest solu-
tions to you, but vou still need o decide
whiat to do (zee MMadl, 158:16),

Get Help to Decide

I vou cannot solve a conflict by talking
with cach other or by mediation, then you
can both tell your side of the story io a
[rersog it 4|II[|'|-:|:'iII'.' wivg will eecide o a
solution, This is called arbitration. The
helping person (an “arbitrator”™) could be
a parent, weacher, school administrator, or
pastor. The arbitrator’s decision i= final
L 1 Chor G L-80




Closing Prayer

Dexcr Lord, | have a kot to leam about con-
fict and how to handle it better, Most of
the tirme | resond by escoping or attack-
ing. | Con see now that those responses
make my conflicts worse ond even hurt
my redationships with others. Teach me
how to b o peoccemaker Lord. In Jasus'

BUYIN' 2 ﬁ
A NEW ONE!! e
TOBANE YOl JMES, 8 R

[
A O

ot
CONFLICT 15 A SLIPPERY
SLORPE" IS A KEY THOUGHT, AND T

APPEARS 1D TIMES M THIS LESS(M
CAN YOU FIND THEM ALLY

—— "



.'ll TIVITY

aon YOUE
Jnvive the,

Take This Simple Slippery Slope Test and
See How You Eeact to Conflict,

Yinl .':'.l_'.'l.{b.qﬂ' b sy PN B =T AT A IR
DS {1 Vukh vewe ] fo T s il _1.ri.|.:-a|:'l.'i'.'|_1| ifwe

.-.'.| :-|::-.:_=.'.~J|i_;l-:',-:'|u~| + e oresrrs it e botion of
o panige

This Is What Happened:

1|.l;.|.||:'!:l'."\-| !I il'.'ll]

calks s swhs
yourr andvice, Wik
KoL oy frying oo lis-
fem e g vour best
surivior, WOLEE ST l-.w,

GET OFF THAT
PHOMET | AM WRITING FOR
AN IMPORTANT CALL!

s yelling at you

How would you respond? Enfer your number cholce here:

Youur grancdmother's

wedding rings aire miss-
tr]' The .'IJ1 LA foniid i
1|::|| I.:u:u ket |_||: 1.-:| e,
bt vou did not fake the
:|J|_~_“,:~. Your mother says:

You saved up and
|!:-c|l.1i:j|"|l an acuar =
it el soene very
expensive fish. Your
three-vear-old  cousin
(LR |--1.|=|quf=u.1'n=

Yo L 0 vour

I'VE BEEN LDOKING
vourm and find AL L OVER
thind vour desk and | yoyo poo FOR THE covs
dlresser drvwers are VU BORROWED
all ddumped over, WHERE ARE I'H.E';'i"

Your brovnher savs:

How would you espond? Enber your number choice here

Choose Your Response fo

Situcfions A, B, C, D:

B gy bt hidle your feel-
ing=,

H Stopr talking to him or her,

Go with thie ERER wilh

wlhom vou are in disagree-
ment and find a parent, teacher
or trusted friend to help you dis-
cuss and decide the matter,

PR et angry, push, shove,
attack, or vell back.

(i by yourself to a parent,
teacher or trusted {riend to
et advice.

I*ir ok r:-Ihm' Eu_'|':u|:1 :i.-: nTl
ancd e bim or her foel
irafergor,

Forgive him or her come-
|:l|-e'I:|.']_1.' L|!';|||_l.' Wil |:||H'c|4|]||:_l|'_

Tell vour friends or other
I:'lr:ujJ_'.' mermbsers akbsoni
Ehc:-'.'l.' v were freated and
Wrongd,

Pretend nothing s wrong,
but send unspoken mes-
sapes about how angry vou are,

G to e [REEROn with
whiom you are in conflict.
Try to talk out the problem
weithic Hetling anery.

oy asddelypse ayr paspams aamy mod sumepnpedioog g oz oo
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ACTIVITY

Bible Heroes
on the Slippery Slope

Who Could Do I, Nothin® to It & Who Blew it?

BIS BONUS

Rl'f'i.'l'l'ilif.f, tex the slippery sl pe diagram, indicate which response 1o con- Dne of the answers
et vess waed i cach of the ol wwing situations l:lrn_'l.', blame gamie, iz a GOOD use
rumn away, put downs, gossip, fight, overlook, talk, get helpl, of FIGHT.
One of the answers
; is 3 GOOD use
1. .-'ul.'mll and Eve . P of RUN AWwAY
are confronted g . : R Can you find both
with their :1'5:1 = (Y by _.--‘_/’2 of tham on ihis
L. S:5-15) : e - )
N\ = . | /f—\ poge?
Blame Game e | A :' e

Write vour
answer on the
ling inside cach

i v — ....-'I_n'l
2. Camn murders i y
Abel (Gen. 4:2h-80.

10. Peopli clo nt
want to hear Swephen
talk st Jesus (Acts
8 T Rd =000,

Mary and Jesus 1o
: Egvpt (Matt. 2:13-15),

5. Nathan con-
fronts Daved about
has adulery and
e rcler (2 S,
11:1 = B2 1340

L, ﬂ
E = f E—
I ——
3. Eli dendes the ﬂ“ vy 12. The 11. Peaple cnit-
seriousness of his sons' | ﬁ A Christiane iz Peter for
sin U1 Sam 2022-25]). = ?'I, :f/P h-.ml..ll ' prreivc g 1o
;;;;__:-.ﬁ A f:,.-q-m ~J doctrinal Garntiles (Ac1=
— 'r:;f’ - s . 11:1=-0Ek ).
@;— ' dispuie
— %‘-‘ [Acts 15:1-
4. Linvid fights with - o 2],
Crolwth ©1 S, 1701 - !
Al
13. The
Philippians
8. iseph fhees with PP ES

xaul's min-
iy [ Acts
16 1G22,

14. The

@ The Christians

7. Daniel wanis
to cat proper
foocds (Dm. 1:0-
1G],

&, Jonah runs away
froagmy Crod

(Jooh 1:3-3:30, G:1=Th

argue about how (o
dhistribte foocd (ACs

Ephesiins
R "aul’s
priinisiry [Acts
18k 541 0.




